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INQUESTS.

The practice of arresting men on
suspicion of a grave crime and
throwing them into jail withounl
some degree of substantial evidence
at least is to be condemmned. Sus-
picion onght to be very strong to
warrant such procedure, and, in the
cr== of alleged murder, an inquest at
Teast ought to be held and some facts
gathered.

There should have been an inquest
in the case of William Koon, since

* the charge of murder is preferred.
The laws of this state provide for
such things, and no man ought to be
arreated and held for murder on
suspicion. unless an inquest is prep-
erly held, especially, when there is
ample opportunity to summon &
jury and hold such inquest belore
the body is buried. An autopsy is
not sufficient within itself. The
regular form of law should be ob-
served in all such ecases. The fact
ia. that-there onght to be an inquest
every time death results from rail-
rond accidents. There is most always
some one to blame and that one, if
possible, shonld be brought to jus-
tice. Numerous railroad casualties
happen and no regular form of in-
quiry is observed. Ofttimes mys-
tery seems to surround deaths and
they are left in the same. veil.

In the case of William Koon, it
was taken for granted, for a while
at least. that he met death some way
or other by a railroad train. What
efMort was made fo place the regpon-
sibilitv? What effort would have

_ been made had it been shown that

_ death dil thus oecur? Would the
railroad company have been requir-
ed to show that it gave proper warn-
mgs

And. now that it has been taken
for granted that the railrond is nof
at fault. what real basis is there for
the arrest of men on suspicion?
Why not suspect the railroad for
it And then why not arrest the
company for it, or its emploves, or
officials ?

The men arrested will doubtless
gay they had nothing to do with il.
The vard crew are at large. The
two men are in jail. Now, why?
The fact, that Koon was found alonz
the railrond tracks leads first to the
eonclusion that he was killed by »
trnin. This should be disproved.
What would have determined that
<0 well as an inquest? What would!
have determined so well whether the
two men now in jail should haw
heen arrested? An  inquest. In-
quests are imperative except in cascs
where the matter is so plain thal
there can mot be any doubt about it

In the present ease there does nof
soem to be any thing else but a sus
picion and that, too. without reason.
ahle grounds to make a case in the
ond. Koon may have been murder-
ed. If so there ought to have heen
un inquest. Koon may have been

However, after all is said and
done, the matter lies largely in th
diseretion of the coroner himself and
in this instance he has devoted him:
solf diligently to the hunting of .evi
dence, as he always does to satisf)
limself as to whether a crime ha
lheen committed and whether ther
is justification for prosccution, and
hy it ‘has obtained possibly mon
1hun could have been brought ou’
nt an inquest, and has thus saved ;
lot of unmecessary expense to the
copnty. Ini other words, the hear

_ing before the magistrate will serv:
4 double purpose—that of an inques
and the lawful inquiry that migh
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killed by a train. If so there ought
to have been an inguest.

_ EDITORS AND OTHERS.

next place of meeting, ‘there = were
just twenty-five newspaper repre-

| rentatives at ‘the recesdt ediforial as-

urp bf-ng-lj‘r"f‘ew‘ is fhé‘ﬁ;iinﬁer,
when it is taken into consideration
that most any county in the state.

| where more than one or'two newspa-

pers are published could have far-
nished more than half that nomber.
‘entifled to be there.” So long as
the editorial association admits into
membership men who are not entit-
led to the ndme of editor, it need

¥ | not expect t6'do the best work. Even

at: the recent session there were men
of other profeéssions there as mem-
bers, and yet they do mot belong to
the editorial profession at all.

The edifor has & tight to protect
his profession_just as much'as the
lawyers have theirs. ' ,

There ought to'be a well-laid down
rile gs to the qlialifications of mem-
bars of the association. “Editorial”
isia term that onght to apply to those
engaged as editors. Even newspa-
per publishers may mot be editors.

{And'an editor, who happens also
to be a newspaper publisher
ought not to belong to an editorial
association, except in the capacity of
an editor. -

It does occur to editors that the
present editoridl fissociatiom of “this
state is composed of publishers of
newspapers rather than editors, and
that the name as to it i a misnomer.
It ought to be called the “Newspa-
per Association.” 1

There should be & distinction be-

tween publishers and “editors, and
there is no better place to make it
than in what is alleged to be an or-
gnization of editors. - The dis-
tinction should be drawn, or still
better vet would be the thought to
make it an orgamization for the ad-
vintage of both publisher and edi-
tor, and keep out all who are not
identified with either line of work.
For example, men who have passed
from active work as editors and who
have. mo interest in newspapers
shonld not be permitted’ to be mem-
hers, and certainly not to hold office
in the association, lncal, state or na-
tional. such as some do, who have
wt been engaged in the business for
years.

The local coal company’s contract
to furnish coal for Panama Canul
use, which was awardeq it over many
competitors, is a testimonial West
Virginia and especially this section
shonld be proud of. We nlways
thought there was no finer coal any
where than in this section. . Now
we know. it. -

A -BRUTAL MURDER
WAS COMMITTED
LAST NIGHT

A murder was commithed Insl
night in the city of Clarksburg.
Thug, in plain frank language, are
these words spoken, and the fruth
lies in every syllable. And the vic-
tim was a man of the cloth, a man
doing good according to his lights.
was brutally stricken down bya fel-
lowman in whose hreast he hal im-
planted the tirst thoughts of good
actions.

The scene of the murder was a
lonely valley near a high railroac
bridge, and it was here that the body
way discovered. The story of the
erime is a long one, dealing with all
the emotions and passions that the
uncontrolled human heart is capi-
ble of expressing in its unguarded
moments.

Briefly stated, this small rural
city had decided to grant mo more
<lvon licenses, as the last one was
too near the village church, where
rovival meetings were being held.
The worthy pastor of this edifice ha=
alimest obtained from the proprictor
of this hell hole to cease his mefar-
ious trade; but his patrons ohjected
to his enrly closing hours, and sided
and abetted by the mayor they suc-

“ut thanks to the efforts of our

the criminals were tracked down and

Suilding committes inspecting the
valls of ‘the Grand Opera Houss, to

| see if a faw more canld be admitted.
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she @aid. it - She ‘sid: *8ince

According to the votes cast for the |

ceeded if taking away his license
[t was shortly after this that thal
-ulmination of the tragedy came, |

nneh. newsily maligned police foree. |/

their rendezvous discovered. Wol
vill not, spars-ope of them, for they ||
AL helong. to. the . Myrkle-Harder|
Siack Company, that again bad thel/
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We readily don’t think
Carletoni  intends to “onr
“Near’ Southern’s hospitality, but

Atise Hazel

mother died no one cares for me.”
Don’t like to corect s lady, but if
the strict rules of the theatrieal pro-
fPéssion, and the exingencies of fate
did not prohibit, we are sure that
there was not a man in the audience
that would not gladly be a mother
to Miss Carlton. >

NMr. Franklin Vail agiin loosened
the—heart strings of the suscepti-

Alus——ond lack aday. we vould for-
give the “knickes,” but he smoked

fiush of his young (leading) man=
hood to pufl those paper cigare. Mr.
Vail also said he was 10 miles or
40 minutes from home. possibly now,
but as his ultimate detination is
Broadway, he will get closer than
that if he cuts out the cigarettes.
We are sure that Mr. Barrow T.e-
Page is really no more of a villian
than a wonld-be critic, but he was
cast for the pursuning villian again,
and he succeeded. He pursued his
asual villiany and reaped its usual
reward. < Bnt Mr. LePage'is a con-
acientious actor. He dil not smoke
Jast night, and he used 1 mew nickel
plated revolver.

Miss Maude Eburne played an
old witech part as good as any one
counld, a thankless part at best.
While she takes a rest from reading
fortunes, we will read hers, and that
is that she is a character woman—
briefl—but worth cultivating.

Aliss Daisy Carleton sgain proved
her versatality, by playing an old
colored woman’s part, but cheer up,
you can care for Hazel since she says
no one else does-

The performance in its entirety
entirely duplicated the success of
last night and proved without 2
doubt that this company is as good
if not the best, extant today. But
at the same time as much as we

i il .
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‘}he was 40 mi e, 8
blighted hopes,Hasel said no -
cared for her. “ =

cast the ‘company presents  “The
Slave GirL? A e R

bilitv, he wore knickerbockers. |
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NewEmpire Bank Building |

Is next to the office of
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« We announce the arriv
" Hats, the choicest modse
' ers, also dressy trimmed
: Hats of American Design. By

and most artistic display ever assem

We give you more in point of ssy
you can obtain e

WV : Our Stbrc is the Established Econoniy Center of Clarksl:iufg:":'

¢tment full of | New Autumn Merchandise, and
Money Saving Chances A'bound.

E Every depar

 Out ments
NEW STYLES ARRIVING DAILY
E BUY AND SHOW THE AU-
° THORATIVE STYLESCREATED
~  BR AMERICA’S FOREMOST
DESIGNERS AND ARTISTS

T ; : ' S " DL
-BEAUTIFUL 'AUTUMN TAILORED SUHT

50, $18 50, $2150 AND $25 00
ing Skirts, Silk Petti:
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RAPS AND COATS

al and display of Pattem
Is from the foremost design
Street add Ready-to-Wear.
means grandes
bled in Cl'’ksb'g
le, quality and workmanship than e
lsewhere at the same price.

- $14 50, $15 00, $16 50, $
' Rain Coats, Walking S
coats, Silk and W ool Waasts,

SPECIAL SHOWING FALL

: -S;;éc-ial' Sale of Lace-curtains ahd.Draperies. Saving of ;3 :
S0 IR, and 1-4 off of reglar low prices. e
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